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Abdul Hayy Khilwati:  We are discussing the ongoing issue of dealing with our own negativities.  
I repeat the line from Rumi that I find so interesting: 

‘Idolater’ was Omar the Caliph’s name in this domain,
yet ‘Truly Faithful’ in Pre-eternity was his true name.

The Qur’an uses a tripartite division of the ‘self’ or ‘soul’ to describe a person’s relationship to 
True Reality.  There is the ‘soul that incites to evil’, the ‘soul that faults itself for mischief’, and 
the ‘tranquil, secure soul.’  As I’ve indicated in the past, the Sufis of Central Asia and elsewhere 
have applied the Qur’anic definition and expanded upon it in a psychology where each person is 
seen to reflect particular aspects of the Divine Names.  Negativity is thought to be related to the 
positive qualities of the individual,  as deviant manifestations of those positive qualities.  Rumi’s 
line above captures this idea.  At the level of the ‘tranquil, secure soul’, a person can rejoin their 
true nature.  This is called their ‘original face’ in Zen Buddhism.  For clarification, I retell the 
story of Hui Neng, the Sixth Patriarch of Zen.  I’ve always thought this made an excellent Sufi 
tale. The ‘original face’ can be seen in the right kind of mirror, which can only be the mirror of 
the True Heart. 

Khwarazmi offers a related commentary from the teachings of Ibn al-Arabi. In the Fusus al-
Hikam’s chapter on the prophet Seth p.u.h., Ibn ‘Arabi has written:

“For He is your mirror in which to gaze upon your own soul, and you are His mirror in 
which He looks upon His Names and the manifestation of their properties.”

Khwarazmi comments: 
 
The Divine Presence is your mirror in which to observe your own essence, and you are the 
Haqq’s mirror in which He witnesses His Names and the manifestation of their inherent 
characteristics–––because it is through Existence that the immutable essences [inherent in the 
Divine Awareness], and their perfections, come into appearance. It is through the essences 
that the Names of Being and the properties of His Qualities manifest because the essences are 
the theater for the realm of the Divine Names. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) indicated this spiritual 
reality (of the servant seeing his or her essence in the mirror of the Haqq and the Haqq’s 
witnessing His own Names and Qualities in the mirror of the servant) when he stated that, 
“The Faithful is the mirror for the faithful.” The ‘Faithful’ [mu’min] is one of the Names of 
the Haqq, may He be glorified and sanctified.


